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I N S I D E  T H I S        

I S S U E :   Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 As I write this to you, I am preparing to go 
bury my father. He fell in early November,  
fractured his back and a few ribs, and never  
recovered. The first funeral was in Winchester,  
Virginia (where he lived with my brother and  
sister-in-law); the second December 20 in  
McMinnville, Oregon (where he lived with my 
mother for 30 years before she died in July 2020). 
 Christmas will look a little different for me 
this year. I haven’t lived near my biological family for nearly 30 years; life 
in the church will do that to a person. But somehow knowing that I can 
no longer visit my parents (when I would be able to) is a little bit  
different. There is a painful finality to that knowledge that was a bit  
unexpected for me.  
 We heard Isaiah remind us on December 10 how God longs to 
“comfort, o comfort my people” (Isaiah 40:1), and I’m sure many of us 
need to hear those words right now. All of us are missing loved ones this 
holiday season; some are recently deceased, and some may have been 
gone for a long time. Even so, we might look at the chair they used to 
occupy at our holiday tables and we miss them.  
 But even as we miss our loved ones who have gone on before us 
to The Church Triumphant, we do not live as people who have no hope. 
Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 4:14 “For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have died.” Christmas really brings this promise home, for it is 
at this time we celebrate the event that started it all – the birth of Christ. 
There is a lot of promise wrapped up in those swaddling clothes and  
laying in a manger. That child brings hope, peace, and comfort into the 
world in a way no one had ever seen before. That child grew into a man 
who lived, loved, and taught us what God was really like. And then he 
died at the hands of the State because the people in power did not like 
what he had to say. But that was not the end of the story; it was only 
the beginning! Jesus rose from the grave on the 3rd Day and made it 
possible for all who believe in him to have eternal life in his name! At a 
time of year when many of us are missing loved ones, this is a powerful 
promise, and one that brings great comfort.  
 As you gather around your Christmas tables this year (and you 
probably already have, by the time you read this), I trust you will  
remember those who are no longer there with you. I also trust that you 
will find hope, comfort, peace, and maybe even a little joy in knowing 
that even as we feast, our beloved ones are also dining at The Great 
Feast of Christ that knows no end.  
 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 

Pastor Kim 
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From Bishop Scott Johnson 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  
(John 1.14 – NRSV Updated Edition) 

“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” 
(John 1.14 – The Message) 

“God was not too pure to enter the world.” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
Beloved in Christ, 

The season of Advent is here, and with it comes a question that has always fascinated me: what does it 
mean for God to become incarnate? Why would God want to bother with being born? Swaddling 
clothes? Diaper rash? Puberty? There are so many things about our bodies and our lives embodied in 
them that seem so incredibly embarrassing and unseemly; are we meant to believe that Jesus knew – 
and perhaps wanted to know – what it’s like to have body odor? 

We believe and confess that God did, in fact, enter this existence as a person in Jesus of Nazareth,  
taking on our human form and becoming present in flesh and blood, just like all the rest of us ever have 
been and ever will be. How it worked remains a mystery we will only receive by faith. What it means is a 
question we have been answering for thousands of years, and will continue to do so for however many 
years remain until Jesus returns. 

One of the things I believe about God’s presence in Jesus is this: God means for us to see this world as 
a realm worthy of God’s presence. This is an idea with which we have struggled, particularly those  
philosophical strains within human thought that have mistrusted bodies and preferred to believe that 
there is a way to escape or separate our minds and our souls from this inferior flesh in which we are 
somehow held captive. The incarnate Jesus stands against this idea, and also against the idea that this 
earth in which we live and from which we are made is somehow lesser, a realm to be escaped rather 
than  
enjoyed. 

Perhaps one of the reasons Jesus was born in a stable rather than a palace was to hallow the very 
earthiest of circumstances with his presence. When I was a farm kid whose chores included mucking out 
hog houses and feeding cattle, it never once occurred to me that the odors that came with that sort of 
work would have been present, perhaps strongly so, on that holy night so long ago in Bethlehem. God 
entered this messy, dirty, smelly, imperfect world and blessed it by being fully present here: we should 
do the same wherever we go in this messy, dirty, smelly, imperfect world. 

O come, O Child of Mary, come, 
who once was pleased to make this world your home. 

In flesh and blood you lived to bless, 
embodied lovingkindness. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

If the Word believed that taking on flesh and blood and moving into the neighborhood was good, then 
so should we believe that being fully present in our own lives is good. Go and be present, dear church. 
A blessed Advent and Christmas to you all. 
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Pastor Kim is on vacation and will return to the office on January 4.  If 
there is an emergency and you desire pastoral care while she is away, 
please contact Council President Charlotte Burke at (402) 770-7018 to 
be connected to the pastor on call. 

ELECTION RESULTS 
Thank you to everyone who agreed to stand for nomination to St. Andrew’s  
Committees and Council. Here are the results of the 12/3/23 election: 
 
   COUNCIL    ENDOWMENT FUND 
   Laura Hahn    Greg Riege 
   Jeff Harris    Rachel Williamson 
   Harry Muhlbach    
         
   MEMORIAL FUND   NOMINATING  
   Ann Maul    Brian Clinton     
   Tina Moore    David Jensen 
   Mary Porter    Ron Lehms 
 
   SCHOLARSHIP   SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 
   Pam Ford    Ken Osborn 
   Marsha Jensen   Charlotte Pasco 
   Doug Koch     
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M I N I S T R Y  O F  T H E  M O N T H  F O R  J A N U A R Y ,  2 0 2 4 :  

A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  M E M B E R  N E W S  A T  
S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  

The Ministry of the Month for January is “BraveBe Child Advocacy Center”—a non-profit organization 
providing a safe, child-friendly location for conducting forensic interviews and medical evaluations for 
abused children in southeast Nebraska. To help with their mission we are asking members of St.  
Andrew’s to provide some of the following items: packaged snacks (no peanuts), juice boxes, NEW fuzzy 
blankets (no smaller than afghan size), NEW stuffed animals, gift cards to fast food restaurants, gas 
cards or bus passes for families who need help getting to and from their appointments, gift cards to  
family-friendly experiences such as the Children’s Zoo, Children’s Museum, Prehistoric Putt, Urban Air, 
etc. Thank you for supporting this very needed service to help abused children and their families in our  
community. 

  WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS: Ruth Circle will meet January 8 at 7pm in the Lounge. 
Rebecca Circle will meet on January 11 at 9:30am in the Lounge.  The material is based on 
“Teachers of Faith”. 
 
The Winter Retreat will be held 9:30am-3:00pm on January 13, 2024 in Grand Island at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church. The theme is centered on Psalms 40:8. 

Quilters meet every Tuesday from about 9am to 12 noon. Do join the quilters on Tuesday 
mornings to put quilts together. No sewing ability is required. 

Dominoes anyone? Come to church on November 20 at 1:00 p.m. for fun and 
fellowship! The ability to match numbered tiles is helpful. You don’t need to bring 
dominoes as other members share theirs. 

THANK YOU to everyone for the cards, prayers, and expressions of 
sympathy you have shown to me and Ken since my father passed 
away. Families can be complicated and mine is no exception to that; 
it has been very comforting to have you all surrounding us in this 
difficult time. Thank you for your kind support. 
 
    -Pastor Kim and Ken 

THANK YOU for the gifts, cards, and well-wishes for Christmas. I 
love being your pastor and appreciate your expressions of love for me 
and Ken. Thank you for thinking of us during the Christmas season. 
 
    - Pastor Kim 

Thank you to everyone who supported our December M.O.M. Giving Tree.  64 gifts 
were donated for the clients of Region 5. 

The support of our Ministries of the Month by the members of St. Andrew’s is  
extraordinary.  May we continue Reaching Out-Sharing Grace in the future. 
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 THE LUTHERAN FOOD PANTRY 

The Lutheran Food Pantry appreciates all donations of shelf-stable food and personal care items. 
Items always needed include (the items with ** are especially needed at this time): 
 
**Breakfast bars  - Pop Tarts 
**Canned meats 
**Cereals, dry 
**Dry dinners (Hamburger Helper) 
**Fruit juice, large bottles 
**Jelly 
**Macaroni and cheese 
**Pasta, dry (spaghetti, macaroni, noodles, etc.) 
**Peanut butter 
**Pork and beans 
**Spaghetti sauce 
**Snack items (small packages of cookies, nuts, fruit-flavored snacks, etc.) 
**Personal care items (shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes) 

Breakfast bars (Pop Tarts, granola bars, oatmeal/fruit bars 
Canned fruits (peaches, pears, mandarin oranges, pineapple) 
Canned meals (ravioli, SpaghettiOs, etc.) 
Canned meats (tuna, chicken, spam) 
Canned variety beans (chili, kidney, pinto) 
Canned vegetables (mixed vegetables, peas, corn, green beans) 
Fruit juice, large bottles and small containers 
Instant oatmeal packets 
Jam and jelly 
Macaroni and cheese 
Pancake mix and syrup 
Pasta, dry 
Pork and beans 
Potatoes, boxed instant 
Ramen noodles 
Rice, 1# and 2# bags 
Saltine crackers 
Snack items 
Soups, condensed (vegetable, chicken noodle, tomato, cream of chicken, cream of mushroom) 
Spaghetti sauce 
Tomatoes, canned 
Personal care items 

We know the Lutheran Food Pantry is a blessing to hungry families in our community and we are 
thankful for your donations and prayers in making it successful. 

Tom and Lynn Ochsner, Coordinators, The Lutheran Food Pantry 

COME CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH THE FRIDAY 
NIGHT WINERS on Friday, January 12,  at 6:30 p.m. at 
the home of Mary Porter, 5501 S. 73rd St.  

As always, please bring your own beverage and a 
snack to share. Hope you can join in this fellowship! 



6 

 

In Celebration of the Birth of Jesus 
the following members placed poinsettias in the Sanctuary  on  

December 24 in honor of: 

God’s Many Blessings 
By Donna Awtry and Hollis Anderson 

Don Broman 
By Ken and Michelle Broman 

 
George and Marie Harris 

By Pam Dill 
 

Family and Friends Past and Present 
By John and Annette Henry 

 
Our Children and Granddaughters 

By Bob and Trudy Hill 
 

St. Andrew’s Congregation 
By Marianne McAtee 

 
Our Lost Loved Ones 

By Greg and Cindy McVicker 
 

My Present Family 
Barbara, Her Children, Grandchildren, and Great-Grandchild 

By  Anna Schundrenko 
 

Our Family 
By Daryl and Mary Swanson 
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In Celebration of the Birth of Jesus 

the following members placed poinsettias in the Sanctuary on  
December 24 in memory of loved ones: 

Gen Broman 
By Ken and Michelle Borman 

Ron Burke 
By The Burke Family 

 
Clifton, Joyce, and Kristi Hall 

By Kim Hall 
 

Gloria and Todd Larson 
By Larry Larson 

 
Richard and Darlene Lehms 

By Ron and Jan Lehms 
 

Our Family 
By Ken and Pastor Kim Osborn 

 
My Parents and Grandparents  

By Greg Riege 
 

My Father, Mother, and Grandmother Louisa Servis 
By Anna Schundrenko 

 
Fred Steele 

By Norene Steele 
 

Erik Veburg and David Veburg 
By Gene and Sharlotte Veburg 
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The Annual Meeting (Reports) will 
be Sunday, 

January 28, at 10:15am. Please 
join us for this  

important meeting.  

TO THE CONGREGATION OF ST. ANDREWS: 
 
The following proposed amendment to the constitution is created at the request of the 
Nominating Committee to revise the terms of elected Council members to 2 year terms 
with the potential to serve for three sequential 2-year terms, a possible six years on 
the Council.  Currently, elected Council members serve a three year term and can be 
re-elected for an additional three year term for a possible six years on the Council. 
 
The Council approved the proposed amendment at its December 12, 2023 meeting. 
The amendment shall be voted upon at the January 28, 2024 Congregational  
meeting.  A simple majority at that meeting will pass the amendment. If passed, the 
amendment will be subject to ratification at a special meeting in December 2024 prior 
to the Budget and Election meeting.  The ratification vote requires a 2/3 majority at 
that meeting. 
 
The text for the proposed Constitutional Amendment is as follows: 
 
An amendment to the Congregational Constitution Section C13.02. 
 
This amendment provides for a change in the term and number of consecu-
tive terms for Congregational Council members. 
 
The amendment shall state that elected Council members shall serve a term 
of two (2) years and may be re-elected for three (3) sequential terms.  This 
amendment shall take effect for the 2025 fiscal year. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this amendment. 
 
Charlotte Burke  
Council President 
 

The Golden Ladle 
SOUP’S ON! And so is the 
competition! Please join in our 
soup cook-off! We will enjoy 
some soup and fellowship fol-
lowing the Annual Meeting 
(Reports) on Sunday, January 
28. The Winner will have their 
name engraved on the plaque 
in the Narthex…and of course “bragging rights” 
for 2023! Don’t miss out on the fun!  
There will be a sign-up sheet at the Connection  
Center. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS, DECEMBER 2023 
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PASTOR’S COUNCIL REPORT, DECEMBER 2023 

 

 
COUNCIL    
Charlotte Burke President 
Ryan Bates, Vice-President 
Laura Hahn, Secretary 
Doug Wageman, Financial  
     Secretary 
Curt Weller, Treasurer 
Julie Cummings 
Jonathan Gordon 
Jeff Harris 
Harry Muhlbach 
Gene Veburg 
Jim Yankech 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    MEMORIAL 
    Donna Awtry 
    Ann Maul 
    Tina Moore 
    Lois Muhlbach 
    Mary Porter 
    Ann Tellinghuisen 
      
    NOMINATING 
    Ken Broman 
    Brian Clinton     
    David Jensen 
    Ron Lehms 
    Harry Muhlbach 
    Carmen Westfahl 
   
      
 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Pam Ford 
Marsha Jensen 
Doug Koch 
Jan Lehms 
Ann Maul 
Carmen Westfahl 
 
SYNOD 
Ken Osborn 
Charlotte Pasco 
 
ENDOWMENT 
Audrie Bates 
Ben Ferris 
David Jensen 
Greg Riege 
Rachel Williamson 

ST. ANDREW’S COMMITTEES FOR 2024 
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St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

Church Council Meeting Minutes , November 21, 2023 7:00 PM 
 
Present - Pastor Kim Osborn, Gene Veburg, Charlotte Burke, Laura Hahn, Julie Cummings, Annette 
Henry, Jim Yankech, Doug Wageman, Curt Weller 
Absent and excused-Ron Lehms 
Absent-Jonathan Gordon, Ryan Bates 

Call to Order-Gene Veburg at 7:03PM 

Opening Prayer-Gene Veburg 

Open Time For Congregation-David Jensen 

Adoption of Agenda 
Motion to accept-By Jim Yankech 
Second-By Annette Henry 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 

New Business  
Undesignated funds for Thanksgiving Eve to go to Gathering Place 
Motion-Charlotte Burke 
Second-Annette Henry 
Voice vote-Passed By All 
 
Undesignated funds for Christmas Services to go to Gathering Place 
Motion-Jim Yankech 
Second-Julie Cummings 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 
 
Review and accept Nominating Committee slate for Dec 3, 2023 annual meeting. 
Slate is included by reference. 
Unless there are nominations from the floor at the meeting, the slate may be voted on by  
acclamation. 
Tellers should not be required unless there are nominations from the floor. 
I have requested that Jim Yankech serve as parliamentarian for the meeting. 
Motion-By Annette Henry 
Second By Charlotte Burke 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 

Presentation by Nominating Committee regarding Council and committee size and term adjustments-
David Jensen 

Budget proposed for 2024 year 
Review and edit as required. Thanks to Doug Wageman for excellent work on getting the budget  
prepared. 
Motion to accept and present at Dec. 3, 2023 annual budget and election congregation meeting.  
Distribute the budget to congregation. 
Motion-By Charlotte Burke 
Second-By Annette Henry 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 

Old Business 
Property 
Plumbing issues have been addressed-parsonage water filter, toilet valve replacements. Drinking  
fountains were found to be internally unrepairable. We may be best served by removing them. 

Reports  
Council Minutes-October 2023 
Motion to accept -Annette Henry 
Second-Doug Wageman 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 
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St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

Church Council Meeting Minutes , November 21, 2023 7:00 PM 
 

Treasurer Report—attached Wells Fargo statement 
Checking balance open $19,162.34 
                          end  $13,663.04 
Savings balance   open $44,160.65 
                          end  $44,166.28 
Financial Secretary-attached report 

Tech Team 
New tv installed and set up in Sunday School room.  Works well. 
Music director computer 
Sound board 

Executive Session 
Motion -Pastor Kim 
Second-Julie Cummings 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 
Time in -8:35PM 
Motion to return from Executive Session-Passed By All 
Time Out-8:56 PM 

Looking ahead 
Dec 3- Congregational Budget and Elections Meeting 10:45 AM 
Adjusted Dates for Council Dec Meetings 
Exec Dec 5, 2023 
Full Council- Dec 12 ,2023 and 2024-election of 2024 officers 
Consider Council Get Together-ideas. 

Reports Due for Annual report. 

Adjourn At 9:05PM 
Motion-By Jim Yankech 
Second-By Julie Cummings 
Voice Vote-Passed By All 

Closing Prayer-Pastor Kim 

Submitted by Laura Hahn Council Secretary 
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2023 Special Giving Summary 
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S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  S T A F F ,                                                 

C H U R C H  C O U N C I L ,  &  P I L L A R  C O N T A C T S  

Rev. Kimberlee Osborn, Pastor ……………….pastor@standrewslutheran.net………………………………………… (402) 483-1692 office 

            (402) 419-9031 cell 

Mandy West, Director of Music....................music@standrewslutheran.net................................................. (402) 890-7181 

Marianne McAtee, Office Manager…………..secretary@standrewslutheran.net………………………………......…(402) 483-1692 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Charlotte Burke, President ……………….…….charhb18@gmail.com..... ……….…………......………….……….……  (402) 770-7018 

Ryan Bates, Vice President ………………......ryanbates13@live.com ………….......……….............……………….…  402) 480-2804 

Laura Hahn, Secretary …………………......…  LHahn@linconefcu.org ………………………………………................   (402) 540-5219 

Curt Weller, Treasurer…………………………..  treasurer@standrewslutheran.net ……………….……………………  (402) 467-5406 

Doug Wageman, Financial Secretary ………doug.wageman03@gmail.com………………….……………………... (402) 450-9038 

Julie Cummings……………………………………..kc31128@windstream.net………………………………………………… (402) 450-3517 

Jonathan Gordon………………………………….. jdgordon@me.com……………………………………………………………. (806) 470-7226 

Jeff Harris…………………………………………….. harris0021@gmail.com……………………………………………………. (402) 560-6634  

Harry Muhlbach……………………………………. loismuhlbach@gmail.com…………………………………………………. (402) 430-7304 

Gene Veburg………………………………………… eveburg@msn.com…………………………………………………………… (402-580-1018 

Jim Yankech………………….……………………….jimyankech@gmail.com……………………………………………………  (402) 304-1149 

WORSHIP 

Altar Guild Laura Hahn..............................  lhahn@lincone.fcu.org ……………………………………………………... (402) 540-5219 

Drama/Video Ministry Coord. Brian Clinton brclinton@gmail.com ………………………………………………………. (402) 464-0978 

Worship Director Mandy West.....................music@standrewslutheran.net...................................................(402) 631-3165 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Affirmation Pastor Kimberlee Osborn.........pastor@standrewslutheran.net ............................................... (402) 419-9031 

Christian Education needed....................................................................................................................... ................................... 

OUTREACH  

Backpack Program Co-Chair  Nancy Weller nancycweller@gmail.com………………………..……………….………..(402) 467-5406 

                                 Co-Chair Rose Yankech jim_and_rose@hotmail.com……………………………………………..(402) 304-1152 

Boy Scouts  Ann Tellinghuisen..................... darkstar10@msn.com................................................................515) 971-7753 

Food Pantry Lynn Ochsner……………………….lynnfochsner@icloud.com………………………………………………….(402) 890-6061 

Quilters Co-Chair Pam Dill………………………..hardil@aol.com …………………………….……………............…………. (402) 560-2426 

              Co-Chair Margaret Hoffmeyer........ mlhoffmeyer@windstream.net..................................................(402) 325-7486 

Outreach Co-Chair Marsha Jensen………….. marshajensen101@gmail.com.................................................(402) 430-0152 

                Co-Chair David Jensen………….…. davidjensen101@gmail.com.....................................................(402) 430-4903 

Prayer Shawls Co-Chair Anna Schundrenko schundrenko@aol.com …………………………………………………... (402) 466-3664 

                         Co-Chair Jan Nelson.................................................................................... ..............................(402) 464-6877 

HOSPITALITY & FELLOWSHIP 

Funeral Food Director Lorene Wiggins …… tw389703@gmail.com… ..........................................................(402) 525-4608  

Prayer Chain & Prayer & Care Pastor Osborn…pastor@standrewslutheran.net …………………………………... (402) 419-9031 

Middle & High School Youth Program Pastor Osborn. pastor@standrewslutheran.net .............................. (402) 419-9031 

Nursery Supervisor needed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Parish Health needed....................................................................................................................... ............................................. 

Wedding Coordinator Marianne McAtee......secretary@standrewslutheran.net............................................(402) 432-0170 

WELCA  Co-Chair Pam Dill………..……………...hardil@aol.com……………………...................................................(402) 310-7064 

              Co-Chair Margaret Hoffmeyer……...mlhoffmeyer@windstream.net…………………………………………   (402) 325-7486 

STEWARDSHIP 

Endowment needed………………...…….....……….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Memorial Chair Donna Awtry.......................donnaawtry@yahoo.com.............................................................(308) 530-0701 

Scholarship  Carmen Westfahl…............................................................................................................. ......... (402) 464-9539 

Stewardship needed…………….........................................…………….................................................................... ........................... 

CHURCH SUPPORT  

Nominating  David Jensen……...……………….davidjensen101@gmail.com………………………………………..... (402) 430-9403 

Property  Charlotte Pasco...........................  cpasco1@neb.rr.com................................................................  (402) 466-0672 

Tech Support needed....................................................................................................................... ............................................. 
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1015 Lancaster lane 

Lincoln, ne 68505 

Phone: 402-483-1692 

E-mail: secretary@standrewslutheran.net 

Office Hours:  8:00am-3:00pm Tuesday-Friday 

S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
STANDREWSLUTHERAN.NET 

 
Please join us for Sunday in-person worship at 9:00am. 

 To view the livestream, go to our website  
standrewslutheran.net  

and click on the St. Andrew’s YouTube channel. 
 
 

http://standrewslutheran.net/

